Low Vision Services at the Indiana Eye Clinic

You may have heard talk about Low Vision Services (now known as vision rehabilitation) at the Indiana Eye Clinic and wondered what the story is.  I’ve recently begun seeing some “mini” low vision patients in the Greenwood and Plainfield offices and will soon expand to seeing patients with more profound vision loss.
The “mini” (or Level 1) low vision patients have acuities of 20/60 or better and can be seen during my regular clinic schedule in both offices.  They will generally need stronger than usual reading glasses (sometimes with base-in prism) which they can obtain through our optical shop.  Some of them may benefit from hand/stand magnifiers, special filters and other devices that they can obtain from us.

Patients with more profound (Level 2) vision loss (20/70 or worse in the better eye or restricted visual fields) will be seen during other clinic times still to be determined and will be based on demand (under consideration are some Thursday mornings and Wednesday afternoons in Greenwood).  They will often require multiple and longer than usual visits. Visual acuities will be measured using the ETDRS chart and they will typically undergo a  trial-frame refraction. Sometimes, visual fields and other special tests (contrast sensitivity) will be performed.  We’ll demonstrate and discuss with them the advantages of low vision aids (telescopes, hand/stand magnifiers, microscopic glasses, filters, CCTV’s and other devices) to enhance their remaining functional vision.  Although we’ll have these devices for demonstration and training, we won’t maintain an inventory of them.  We’ll order them for patients, usually through ShopLowVision.com or The Low Vision Store right behind the Greenwood office and dispense them in the Clinic
Some patients needing occupational therapy services for orientation and mobility or activities of daily living training will be referred to Bosma, Crossroads, the Indianapolis Resource Center for Independent Living (IRCIL), Vocational Rehab. and other agencies.   
I’m excited about offering this service to our patients and will continue to communicate regarding scheduling and other procedures as we progress.  
Dr. Funk

